
The James Webb Space Telescope is able to look deep into space 6,500 light years away 

to see the pillars of creation as new stars form. The images are breath taking.i When you’re 

looking at objects that far away, you’re seeing light that has traveled a long, long way to be 

visible to the telescope. It is as if you are looking back in time observing distant stars and 

galaxies as they appeared 13.5 billion years ago, not long after the beginning of the universe as 

scientists tell us.ii 

Through the Book of Genesis, we are able to look back even farther before the dawn of 

creation to see once there was nothing at all. The earth and the stars did not exist, there was only 

a void. The Greek work “Genesis” literally means “the book of the generation (genesis) of the 

heavens and earth” (Gn 2:4). “In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth and 

the earth was without form or shape, with darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping 

over the waters. Then God said: Let there be light, and there was light” (Gn 1:1-3). 

When John wrote the 4th Gospel, he was inspired by the Holy Spirit and his own 

experience as the beloved disciple of Jesus. In the opening verses of the Gospel of John, he 

brings us back to the dawn of creation and literally connects Jesus to the creation of the heavens 

and the earth. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him 

nothing came to be” (Jn 1:1-3).  

Jesus is the Word, the second person of the Trinity. Jesus, the Word of God, speaks and 

creates things eternal out of nothing. Each of us is created in the likeness and image of God. 

“God said: Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness” (Gn 1: 26). With the 

theological eye that searches for eternal truth, we see that God gifts each new human with an 

eternal soul. Without a space telescope, John looks back to the dawn of creation and sees Jesus, 

the eternal Word as a Pillar of Creation along with God the Father and the Holy Spirit. The Son 

is the Word, the Father is the Creator, and the Spirit is the mighty Wind that sweeps over the 

waters. 

“John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world’” (Jn 1:29). John is now speaking of the life of Jesus, not the 

distant past but for John the present. Jesus, a Pillar of Creation, is also a Pillar of Redemption. He 

mounted the cross and offered his life for the salvation of mankind. Jesus is the new Passover 

Lamb, who descends into Hell to break open the gates that the dead, judged worthy, may rise to 

new life.  

As one of the 12 Apostles, John witnessed the Lamb of God in the flesh. In the Mass, we 

witness the Lamb of God in the Eucharist. “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 

away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.” The eternal 

Word of God, the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Risen Savior comes to us in the 

Eucharist. We do not need to look 6,500 light years out into space … God comes to us.  

Scott Hahn tells us that “with its timeless prayers, hymns and gestures, the Mass is like 

home to us. Yet most Catholics will go a lifetime not seeing beyond the surface of memorized 

prayers. Few will glimpse the powerful supernatural drama they enter into every Sunday.” iii 

How sad when we see our Sunday obligation to Behold the Lamb of God as an intrusion into our 

lives that can be easily avoided when something less important comes along.  

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 

those called to the supper of the Lamb.” What is the proper response to the Pillar of Creation 

coming into our presence so He may enter into our body? Our humble response is: “Lord, I am 

not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 



healed.” Yes, the Lord wants to heal us, but he wants much more. He wants us to take the Lamb 

of God out to the world, that those who live in the chaos of darkness may see the light of Christ, 

the Pillar of Creation.  

 Saint Therese of Lisieux, devoted 9 years of her short life to prayer in the presence of 

God in a French convent. Her understanding of how to respond to the Lamb of God is something 

to ponder and meditate upon. She helps to open our eyes to the hidden mystery in front of us 

each Sunday as we “Behold the Lamb of God.” 

• Charity gave me the key to my vocation. I understood that if the Church has a body 

composed of different members, the noblest and most necessary of all the members 

would not be lacking to her. I understood that the Church has a heart, and that this heart 

burns with Love. I understood that Love alone makes its members act, that if this Love 

were to be extinguished, the Apostles would no longer preach the Gospel, the Martyrs 

would refuse to shed their blood... I understood that Love embraces all vocations, that 

Love is all things, that it embraces all times and all places... in a word, that it is eternal! 

Then in the excess of my delirious joy, I cried out: “O Jesus, my Love, at last I have 

found my vocation, my vocation is Love.iv 

Therese knowing God in her heart and soul wanted to share God with others, across time and 

space, from here on earth to eternity and beyond. 

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 

those called to the supper of the Lamb.” What is the proper response? The Lamb of God is a 

mystery. We could study the Lamb for a lifetime and only begin to scratch the surface of the 

infinite love God has for us. “Few will glimpse the powerful supernatural drama they enter into 

every Sunday.” Mysteries of the faith are not puzzles to be solved, like Therese we are called to 

ponder the mystery and listen for God’s direction. 

“Behold the Lamb of God!” Psalm 40 offers a very simple and practical response. “Here 

am I, Lord; I come to do your will” (8a, 9a). 
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